The House on Mango Street

Dialogue Journal: Honors English 10 

Your task:  Create and maintain a dialog journal in which you record significant lines and passages and your comments on the significant lines and passages.  
Directions: 

Set up a two-column chart. 

One side will be dedicated to important lines and passages, and the other, commentary and analysis. 

	Text 
	Commentary  

	You may want to record lines and passages that contain: 

· Key sentences

· Strong and meaningful imagery

· Figurative language 

· Emergence of theme 

· Strong and interesting voice 

· Purposeful and meaningful diction 

· Ambiguous events or language  

· Contrasts in ideas or language 


	Your commentary should aim to address two of our three close reading questions and aim to UNPACK MEANING: 

· What do you notice about the lines/passage? (Use the stem “It seems like” if you’re stuck.)

· Why is it important? (How does the line/passage contribute to meaning?)

· What other connections do you see? (How else is that meaning supported within the text?)



Guidelines:

· Record at least one line or passage per chapter and appropriately respond to it in your dialog journal. 

· Your dialogue journal will be checked periodically during the reading assignments and for completion at the end of the novel. 

Model: 

	Text
	Commentary 

	“In English my name means hope. In Spanish it means too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting. It is like the number nine. A muddy color. It is the Mexican records my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is shaving, songs like sobbing.” Pg. 
	It seems like Esperanza is not only having an identity crisis, but a cultural one as well. Finding yourself and your identity is common in early adolescence, but Esperanza’s name in her native language (to her) means “sadness” and “waiting” and it sounds like “songs like sobbing.” 

This is important characterization for our seemingly very sad and out of place narrator. 

By the end, Esperanza may wish to be named something else, but she might be wishing to be white as well. After all, in English, she is “hope.” 

These lines continue Esperanza’s negative self-talk, and to paint a fuller picture of the girl behind these sad words. 


In-text citations: Author-page style

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For example:

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263). 

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263).

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).

Both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the information in the sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named Wordsworth. If readers want more information about this source, they can turn to the Works Cited page, where, under the name of Wordsworth, they would find the following information:

Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. London: Oxford UP, 1967. Print.

